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TOLAINI SOC AGRICOLA SRL AL PASSO, 2006
Background
Pierluigi Tolaini, a native of Tuscany, immigrated to Canada and enjoyed over 45 years
of success in America as an entrepreneur. He returned to his native land in 1998 and
purchased 90 hectares of the best land available in the Chianti Classico region of
Castelnuovo Berardenga. He constructed, from the roots up, this state-of-the-art
winery with the intention of bringing the best technology and winemakers together to
bring to light wines that would be a modern expression of this significant region.
Pierluigi hired famed enologist Michel Rolland who together with his team have a
vested interest in making the best wines by implementing modern winemaking techniques
with a vitally unique ingredient: Tuscan terroir.

Winemaking
Atop the tallest hill on the Tolaini Estate stands a unique forest, known as al passo .
Centuries ago local land barons hunted using trained birds as decoys to lure the prey 
into the passage (passo). Today this hill offers magical, breathtaking panoramic views
of the countryside and sunsets over the towers of Siena. Named for the beautiful 
forest, Al Passo is a modern wine that combines the best Tuscan traditions. Al Passo
showcases the natural affinity of Sangiovese, the backbone of Chianti, for the noble
Merlot.

Tasting Notes
The wine exhibits an intense and enticing bouquet of ripe fruits and spicy oak that leads
to a balanced medium-bodied palate with ripe fruit and fresh acidity. While Al Passo
drinks well upon release, it has potential for several years of bottle development.

Reviews
Rating: 91 points - Wine Spectator  (2006 vintage)
"Sweet, ripe strawberry and sliced plum, with hints of earth. Full-bodied, with soft,
round tannins and a decadent and delicious finish. Turns chewy. Hard not to drink now.
Best after 2012. 2,500 cases made."

Vintage: 2006

Winery: Tolaini SOC Agricola SRL
(http://www.tolaini.it)

Region: IGT Toscana (Italy)

Availability: Available in
Consignment (6 btl case)

Composition: Merlot and
Sangiovese

Vintage Scores: WS▪91
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