
TASTING NOTES

TWO HANDS ARES SHIRAZ, 2007
Background
The 'two hands' are Michael Twelftree and Richard Mintz who formed the company in
1999 with the clear objective of making the best possible shiraz based wines from
prized shiraz producing regions within Australia. From the beginning the wines were
very well received at home and abroad with a healthy stream of reviews, culminating in
2004 with Robert M. Parker pronouncing Two Hands as "the finest negociant operation
south of the equator".

Since the winery opened, Two Hands sucess has gone from strength to strength with
numerous accolades defining the culture of the organisation.  Two Hands Wines were
listed in the Wine Spectator Top 100 for the last five years with two listings in the top
10, most recently the 2005 Bella's Garden Barossa Valley Shiraz at #5 and The Ares
voted one of the 25 Benchmark Wines of Australia.  Consistent 90+ reviews from
Robert Parker Jnr's Wine Advocate, Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar, James
Halliday's Wine Companion, Wine Spectator and the UK Decanter magazine is further
testament to the company's ability to capture the terroir of each vineyard and
carefully nurture the characteristics of each parcel.

Winemaking
Crushed, destemmed and fermented in 5, 7 and 10 tonne open top fermenters with
regular pump overs; up to 3 times daily during peak fermentation to extract colour and
tannin. Following 7-21 days of “on skins” maceration the free run was drained to tank
with the skins then pressed. Both the free run and pressings are blended to tank and
then racked to oak after 24 hours. Malolactic fermentation takes place in barrel.
Minimal fining and non-filtered.

Tasting Notes
COLOUR • Black to the core.
NOSE • A loaded bouquet of fresh espresso, vanilla bean, stewed plums, toffee, tar,
creosote, roasted almonds, smoky pine nuts, soy and fresh cut flowers. The bouquet is
a complete kaleidoscope of deep dark berry aromas with other notes appearing as the
wine gains air.
PALATE • This wine is immediately thick, coating the entire palate and has amazing
length. The flavours are all dark fruits with a burst of chocolate and liquorice,
moving evenly from entry through the mid to late palate. The tannins remain fruit filled
throughout, resulting in a soft and rewarding end palate leaving a lingering generous 
mouth-feel. This is one of best Ares to date and will last a long time in a good cellar.

Maturation
23 months maturation with the final 12 months in 100% new French oak hogsheads.

Reviews
Rating: 95 points - Harvey Steiman, Wine Spectator  - “Top Wines” - Harvey Steiman’s
Recommended Australian Reds (2007 vintage)
"Big and brawny, with a dense core of fresh blueberry, currant, raspberry and dusky
spice flavors that sprawl over a layer of prickly tannins. It all melds together on the
finish, shooting off sparks of espresso and licorice. The afterburners kick in and this
sails off into a long coda. Needs time to soften. Shiraz. Best from 2011 through 2019."

Rating: 94 points - Josh Raynolds, International Wine Cellar  (2007 vintage)
"Opaque purple. Explosive, seductively perfumed bouquet evokes boysenberry,
blueberry, sandalwood, potpourri, licorice and Asian spices. Wonderfully juicy and
lively on the palate, with candied flowers and smoky minerality framing and lifting the
dark fruit liqueur flavors. Becomes fresher with air, finishing on energetic notes of
raspberry and violet pastille. This refuses to let go of the palate." 

Vintage: 2007

Winery: Two Hands (www.
twohandswines.com)

Region: Barossa Valley
(Australia)

Availability: Coming Soon to Vint.
Online

Composition: 100% Shiraz / Syrah

Vintage Scores: IWC▪94
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